
 

 
 

Media Release 
 
BELFAST PLAYS HOST TO MAJOR WORLDWIDE ROOFING CONGRESS 

AND SKILLS CHAMPIONSHIP IN NOVEMBER 2010 

 

Leading roofing industry specialists from around the world will meet in Belfast, Northern 

Ireland for the important 58th Congress of the International Federation for the Roofing 

Trade (IFD) from 16 – 20 November 2010 which is being hosted in the UK by the National 

Federation of Roofing Contractors.  

 

Taking place alongside the Congress will be the 23rd World Championship for Young 

Roofers. This is unique competition focuses on the skills and training of young roofers and 

their expertise in working with the spectrum of traditional and new roofing materials and 

techniques.  

 

IFD is the world’s most highly regarded organisation representing the roofing trade. 

Speakers at the Congress will bring a wide range of international experience and knowledge 

to the delegates, embracing the new codes and standards, materials, techniques and ideas on 

sustainability that are all playing a major role at the leading edge of today’s roofing industry.  

 

To be held in the King’s Hall, Belfast, the Congress and World Championship will also 

feature an exhibition of some of the very latest roofing materials and products available to 

the roofing industry, including four “Roofs of the Future” displays.  

 

Current IFD President and Northern Ireland roofing contractor, Gordon Penrose, says: “It 

is a great honour for the UK and the NFRC in particular to host this major international 

event. The NFRC believes strongly in supporting young roofers to strive for the highest 

standards in both national and international events. The competition will be a major 

craftsmanship attraction and I would encourage anyone who can, to join us at this free event 

in the heart of Belfast.”  

 

There will be 23 teams of two trainee roofers competing in the World Championships for 

Young Roofers, who will demonstrate their expertise and skills in pitched roofing, metal 

roofing and waterproofing. Amongst the materials they will be using are natural slate and 

concrete tiles, lightweight steel metal panels and waterproofing techniques including up 

stands, internal and external corners, gutters and pipe penetrations.  

 

The competition is sponsored by leading manufacturers and suppliers to the industry. We 

would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors so far for this event: 

 

Welsh Slate, Redland, Fakro, John Brash & Co, Hambleside Danelaw, A Proctor Group, 

DuPont Tyvek, SIG Roofing, Keymer, Met-Seam, Ash & Lacy, Kingspan Insulation, Rockwool, 

Sika, Icopal, PDT Waterproofing, Velux, Brett Martin, SFS intec, Solarcentury, Kingspan 

Panels, IKO plc, Triflex, Associate Lead, Hilti, and Liquid Plastics. 

 



We are extremely grateful to the companies listed above, who not only give their time and 

support but also help to ensure that the event is self-financing. 

 [ENDS]  

 

 
Media enquiries:  
 

Project Director - Debbie Simcock Tel: 020 7448 3186 Email: debbie@nfrc.co.uk 

Press - Andrew Leech Tel: 020 7448 3853 Email: andrew@nhic.org.uk 

PR & Marketing - Laura Mason Tel: 020 7448 3187 Email: lauramason@nfrc.co.uk 

 
Date: October 2010 

 

 
Notes to Editor: 

 

NFRC is the UK’s largest roofing trade association representing over 60% of the roofing industry by 

value. NFRC actively ensures that members offer high standards of workmanship and sound business 

practice through a strict code of practice and vetting procedure, including site inspections and 

adhering to the Government endorsed TrustMark standards. NFRC also offers training services, 

technical advice, and represents member interests to the wider construction industry and 

Government. For more information please visit www.nfrc.co.uk. 

 

IFD (International Federation for the Roofing Trade) is the most important organisation worldwide 

representing the Roofing Trade. Manufacturers from around the globe call on its secretariat for 

information related to market studies and research. In Europe the major co-operating bodies include 

CEN (European Committee for Standardisation), EOTA (European Organisation for Technical 

Approvals) NORMAPME (European Office of Crafts, Trades and Small and Medium sized Enterprises 

for Standardisation) and UEAPME (The European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-Sized 

Enterprises). 
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